Improvement of neutrophil migration by systemic vitamin C in neonates.
The effect of oral vitamin C on chemotactic and random migration of neutrophils in 20 neonates (10 normal and 10 with suspected sepsis) was evaluated. Chemotaxis and random migration were studied between 24 and 48 hours of life, before and 24 hours after the administration of 400 mg (divided in four doses) of vitamin C. Chemotactic migration improved by 65% and random migration by 57% following vitamin C administration. The significant improvement in chemotaxis (P less than .01) and random migration may justify the inclusion of vitamin C as an adjunct to the therapy of neonatal sepsis.